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MULTICULTURALISM — CHINESE IMMIGRANT 
Statement 

HON PIERRE YANG (South Metropolitan) [5.40 pm]: I do not intend to make a very long statement. I attended 
a function last night organised by the Western Australian Chinese Chamber of Commerce. The theme of the night 
was “The Migrant Story”. At the function there was a new permanent resident who shared his story about his 
journey to Western Australia. I want to share a particular part of his story that melted my heart at the time. 
He told me that he was in contact with a real estate agent, through the Chinese social media platform WeChat, 
who introduced him to the beauty and welcoming nature of Western Australia, so he and his wife decided to take 
a trip to our great state in early 2016. When they were planning their trip, they lost contact with the real estate 
agent, but they decided to still come here for an adventure. 
When they arrived at Perth International Airport with their limited English capacity, they managed to get onto 
a bus that would take them to the CBD and their hotel. Because of the language barrier, it was very hard for him 
to communicate with the bus driver, but they managed to do that. When they finally arrived at their destination, 
where they were to disembark, the man was desperate to pay the bus driver. From what he said, I can only assume 
the bus driver to have been an Australian gentleman of European background. He turned around and told him in 
Chinese not to worry about the fare. It was not because he could not pay; he probably had hundreds of dollars in 
hundred-dollar bills, but he probably did not have any coins to pay for the bus trip. It also was not because he was 
saving a few dollars that he was showing his gratitude; it was the welcome that he was given on his first day in 
Western Australia. 
When I heard him say that, it reminded me of my first day in Australia, walking the streets in Sydney, after I had 
left the train station and was trying to find my way to George Street; I think I might have shared this story in this 
place some time ago. The same sorts of values and welcoming gestures that were shown to me 20 years ago, were 
shown to him two years ago. 
I just wanted to share this and to say that I am enormously proud to be an Australian and enormously proud that 
people are sharing the values of welcoming new arrivals. I have to say that after hearing some of the stories we 
have heard over the past few years, I have had my concerns about the future of multiculturalism; I had my worries, 
and I worried about my children from time to time, and the living environments they will have. But after hearing 
that story from that gentleman yesterday, I remain optimistic about the future of multiculturalism in this country. 
I remain positive about the world in which we will live, 50 or 100 years into the future. 
I just wanted to share that with the house and to say that I am very proud of the people and values we hold.  
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